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Stuttgart / Las Vegas, Nevada – Today Daimler Trucks became the world´s first 
manufacturer to be granted a road license for an autonomous heavy-duty truck. The first 
journey in the so-called Freightliner Inspiration Truck, which took place on US highway 15 in 
Las Vegas, was made by Brian Sandoval, Governor of Nevada, and Dr. Wolfgang Bernhard. 
The truck is equipped with the intelligent Highway Pilot system for autonomous driving. The 
state of Nevada licensed two Freightliner Inspiration Trucks for regular operation on public 
roads. Daimler Trucks is the global leading truck manufacturer and, with the Freightliner 
brand, also the biggest producer 
in the U.S. 
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World premiere on US highway: Daimler Trucks drives first autonomous 
truck on public roads 

• Freightliner Inspiration Truck with Highway Pilot becomes world´s first autonomous 
truck to be granted a license for road use in the State of Nevada 

• Brian Sandoval, Governor of Nevada, and Dr. Wolfgang Bernhard, member of the 
Daimler AG board responsible for Trucks and Buses, take first autonomous drive on a 
US highway near Las Vegas 

• Initial research findings of Daimler Trucks show autonomous driving relieves the 
strain of truck drivers 

• Dr. Wolfgang Bernhard: “The license for road use in the USA marks an important 
milestone in the story of the autonomous truck.” 
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“Our Freightliner Inspiration Truck is the world´s first autonomous commercial vehicle to be 
licensed for road use. Our achievement here underlines yet again our role as a technological 
pioneer and demonstrates our consistent dedication to develop the technology for 
autonomous long-distance driving to series production standard. I am proud of this extra-
ordinary achievement by the Daimler Trucks team,” stated Dr. Wolfgang Bernhard, Daimler 
AG board member responsible for Trucks and Buses. 

Highway Pilot system to be developed to series production standard 

Transport in the future must be even safer, more efficient and more networked – this is the 
aspiration that Daimler Trucks has expressed in the new Freightliner Inspiration Truck. In July 
of last year, Daimler Trucks provided the world´s first demonstration of an autonomous truck 
in action when the Mercedes-Benz Future Truck 2025 drove along a cordoned-off section of 
the A14 autobahn near Magdeburg. Now, the first appearance of the Inspiration Truck on a 
public road in the U.S. marks the logical next step on the journey to series production. In the 
last few months the technology has been tested over many thousands of kilometers and 
configured for use in U.S. highway traffic. 

“We are in a unique position among manufacturers that we are able to implement 
technologies across all business units and brands. We have transferred our Highway Pilot 
system to our U.S. Freightliner brand within a very short time frame and developed it for the 
world´s first autonomous truck to be licensed for road use,” reports Dr. Bernhard. 

Spectacular world premiere near Las Vegas 

The world premiere of the Freightliner Inspiration Truck took place near 
Las Vegas, in front of representatives of the media, government as well as business and 
finance. Trucks are by far the most important means of transport in the U.S. In 2012, trucks 
transported around 70 percent of all freight tonnage in the United States. This way, a total of 
9.4 billion tons of freight were moved by trucks. Globally, the road freight transport is 
expected to even triple between now and 2050. Autonomous trucks provide the opportunity 
to cope with this growth in a manner that harmonizes economic and environmental needs. 
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“Nevada is proud to be making transportation history today by hosting the first U.S. public 
highway drive for a licensed autonomous commercial truck. The application of this innovative 
technology to one of America’s most important industries will have a lasting impact on our 
state and help shape the New Nevada economy,” said Gov. Sandoval. “The Nevada 
Department of Motor Vehicles has been closely monitoring the advancements being made in 
autonomous vehicle development and reviewed DTNA’s safety, testing and training plans 
before granting permission for this demonstration of the Freightliner Inspiration Truck.” 

Freightliner Inspiration Truck: Revolutionary technology will be tested on public roads 

The Freightliner Inspiration Truck is based on the series-produced US Freightliner Cascadia 
Evolution model, but with the addition of the Highway Pilot technology. The latter comprises a 
front radar and a stereo camera plus tried-and-tested assistance systems such as the 
Adaptive Cruise Control+, as seen in the Mercedes-Benz Actros. For licensing on public roads 
in Nevada, the technology was further developed and the excellent interaction of components 
extensively tested. As part of the truck´s so-called Marathon Run, the Freightliner Inspiration 
Truck covered over 10,000 miles (over 16,000 kilometers) on a test circuit in Germany. 

“The Freightliner Inspiration Truck is all about more sustainable  
transport, for the benefit of the economy, society and consumers alike.  
It remains our goal to be in a position to offer the Highway Pilot in series-produced vehicles 
from the middle of the coming decade. With licensing for road use in the USA we have 
reached an important milestone in autonomous truck driving,” emphasizes Martin Daum, 
President and CEO of Daimler Trucks North America (DTNA). 

“Daimler Trucks is actively urging dialogue with politicians, authorities  
and all other parties involved. Our next goal is to test the Highway Pilot technology on public 
roads in Germany too. Preparations are already under way”, Dr. Bernhard adds. 

Initial research findings of Daimler Trucks clearly show  
autonomous driving relieves the strain of truck drivers 

The Highway Pilot technology from Daimler Trucks demonstrably leads to more concentrated 
and thus more efficient long-haul truck drivers. This is a result of studies conducted on a 
cordoned-off test route during the pilot stage of the technology. Measurements of the 
probands´ brain currents (EEG) demonstrated that driver drowsiness decreases by about 25% 
when the truck is being operated in autonomous mode, and the driver all the while pursuing 
other meaningful operations. The studies also prove a high acceptance of the Highway Pilot 

 

Press Release ~06.05.2015  Corporate Communications 



 

 

 

technology and a rapid adaption phase of the probands. Relieving strains of the driver 
through autonomous truck driving leads to more road safety. 

About Daimler Trucks  

As the biggest globally active manufacturer of trucks above 6 metric tons gross vehicle 
weight, Daimler Trucks develops and produces vehicles in a global network under the brands 
Mercedes-Benz, Freightliner, Western Star, Thomas Built Buses, Fuso and BharatBenz. 

 

Daimler India Commercial Vehicles Pvt. Ltd. 

Daimler India Commercial Vehicles (DICV) is a 100% subsidiary of Daimler AG, Stuttgart, Germany. DICV will produce 

medium and heavy-duty commercial vehicles for the Indian volume market, under the brand name – BharatBenz. BharatBenz 

stands for Indian engineering with German DNA. The products have been engineered to serve all major customer segments, 

from owner-drivers up to large fleet operators. The efficiency of BharatBenz trucks is an optimal fit for customers keen on 

efficiency, a low Total Cost of Ownership over the life-cycle and highest profit potential for their businesses. The state-of-

the-art production plant at Oragadam, near Chennai, spreads over 400 acres (160 hectares). It includes a modern test track 

designed to simulate Indian conditions – making it one of its kind in Asia.  DICV has a total dedicated investment of over 

INR 4400 crs (approximately €700 million).  

The Company also handles Production, Marketing, Sales and After Sales of Mercedes-Benz Actros Trucks in India. 

Mercedes-Benz Trucks with the Brand Promise “Trucks you can Trust” are renowned world-wide for their reliability and 

efficiency under most extreme operating conditions, as well. These trucks also offer the best that Truck Technology has to 

offer. The Daimler Bus division in India was merged with DICV in April 2013. In May 2013, a new range of FUSO trucks were 

launched as part of Daimler’s ‘Trucks Asia’ strategy. DICV is currently focussed on expanding its presence in the Indian Bus 

market. To this end DICV is currently in the process of setting up a dedicated manufacturing facility for the manufacture of 

Daimler Buses under the Mercedes-Benz and BharatBenz brands. The new manufacturing facility will also include a state-of-

the-art body-building facility within its premises. 

Sustainability being a core of Daimler’s corporate culture, DICV will focus on creating efficient, reliable and ecologically 

friendly products.  

 This document contains forward-looking statements that reflect our current views about future events. The words “anticipate,” 

“assume,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” “plan,” “project,” “should” and similar expressions are used to identify 

forward-looking statements. These statements are subject to many risks and uncertainties, including an adverse development of global 

economic conditions, in particular a decline of demand in our most important markets; a deterioration of our funding possibilities on the 

credit and financial markets; events of force majeure including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, political unrest, industrial accidents 

and their effects on our sales, purchasing, production or financial services activities; changes in currency exchange rates; a shift in 

consumer preference towards smaller, lower margin vehicles; or a possible lack of acceptance of our products or services which limits our 

ability to achieve prices as well as to adequately utilize our production capacities; price increases in fuel or raw materials; disruption of 

production due to shortages of materials, labour strikes, or supplier insolvencies; a decline in resale prices of used vehicles; the effective 
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implementation of cost-reduction and efficiency-optimization measures; the successful implementation of strategic cooperation’s and joint 

ventures; changes in laws, regulations and government policies, particularly those relating to vehicle emissions, fuel economy and safety; the 

resolution of pending governmental investigations and the conclusion of pending or threatened future legal proceedings; and other risks 

and uncertainties, some of which we describe under the heading “Risk Report” in Daimler’s most recent Annual Report. If any of these risks 

and uncertainties materialize, or if the assumptions underlying any of our forward-looking statements prove incorrect, then our actual results 

may be materially different from those we express or imply by such statements. We do not intend or assume any obligation to update these 

forward-looking statements. Any forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date on which it is made. 
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